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he would give up all his empire west of the Euphrates; Alexander should marry his daughter, and be his equal and his ally. Alexander replied that he did not need the leave of Darius to marry his daughter, and he would take nothing less than the whole Persian Empire.
Not till the ninth month of the siege was Alexander ready to make the grand attack. At last, in August, Tyre was stormed and won. On her fall all Syria submitted save Gaza, and in November Gaza met with the same fate as Tyre. In both cities the storming was accomplished by a tremendous slaughter, and the men who survived, with the women and children, were sold into slavery.
With Syria conquered, Egypt was an easy prey. Egypt hated the Persian dominion, and was ready to look upon Alexander as a liberator when he showed due respect to the gods of the land. It was said that at the shrine of Amen Ra, whom the Romans have taught us to call Jupiter Ammon, the god recognized Alexander as his own son, thereby giving the religious sanction to the institution of Alexander as pharaoh. But in nothing was Alexander's statesmanship and the keenness of his vision shown more clearly than in his selection of the site of Alexandria for a port, which was to be the grand mart of Mediterranean commerce, and was to make, not Phoenicians or Egyp-tions, but Greeks supreme in the Mediterranean trade.
Asia Minor, Syria, Egypt, were Alexander's; and twelve months after the fall of Tyre he was at Thapsacus with his army ready to cross the Euphrates and carry his arms to Babylon, to Susa, to Perse-polis. For the descent upon Babylon he chose the route by the valley, not of Euphrates but of Tigris. Beyond the Tigris, at Gaugamela, he met the host of Darius, a mightier than that which had been routed at Issus. As at Issus, the battle was decided by the charge of the Macedonian horse; as at Issus, Darius lost his nerve at the crisis, turned, and fled from the field, though the battle continued to be far more hotly contested than at Issus before it became a complete and overwhelming rout. The delay gave Darius himself time to escape, a desperate fugitive, into the hills of Media.
Alexander swept down to Babylon, where, as in Egypt, he appeared as the restorer of the ancient religion. By the end of the year he was at Susa; a wonderful campaign carried him swiftly to Persepolis, the treasure-house of the Achsemenid Dynasty.
But in Media Darius was once more gathering an army of his eastern subjects. The conqueror turned from Persepolis and marched upon Ecbatana, the capital of Media. The heart of Darius failed him and he retreated. Alexander, as soon as he had made Ecbatana secure, started in hot pursuit, and still Darius fled before him. There were conspirators about the helpless monarch, who made him a prisoner, having resolved that Bessus, the satrap of Bactria, should be made king in his place. Then his army began to dissolve and come